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"5^-*^];;;;;^ To tlje Right Honourable, * 

1 ^'^ a»-*^ The moft accomplifhcd and excellent Lady,^ 

The LADY 

ELIZABETH CAPELL 



Do w AG E r; 



MADAM, 




jf4y this difcourfe appear as 

graciom in your eyes ym it 

I latelyrfeemedpleafmgandaccept' 

$ able to your ear. I shall not be- 

^ shrew my f elf of my folly in let- 

ting it walk abroad ^^ ^giving it 

leave to take the fresh air. Ma- 

dam:,my obligations from you are- 

^ery many J^ the comforts which 

I have hitherto enjoyed under 

you{everfince I fir ft took San&u- 

ary in your family) not a few : I 

'^ 2 have 



TheEpaHe 

have lived to fee many waver- 
ings ^ t offings in other mens for- 
tunes andconditionS'/whileJi I my 
f elf have laid at anchor ^ and en- 
j^yedthefweetnep ofafecure re- 
freshment y^ have beensheltred 
fromthofe Jiorms and tempejis 
vohfch have lighted heavy ufim 
many This priviledge^ext under 
Godyldo humbly acknowledge to 
beowingtoyour Honour ^andthe 
remembrance hereof affe&sme 
with the fenfeof agreatObliga- 
tkn i and this forces my modefty^ 
and puts me upon the ne^effity of 
returning 





► 



portion able ^ yet at leafi ) fome- 
what in way of ac know ledge- 
men t as apledge andtejiimony of 
my thankfulnef^.(iAndto let your 
Honour fee how ambit torn I am 
to be accounted grateful! :, Ihave 
adventured to do that now a-^ 
gainfl which I ever had the 
greateflaverfation: which is^ to 



■X 



appear in ^r int. (i/M though 
what Ihereptefent you with:, be 



no wayes worthy your eye ^ yet 
having been lately honouredwith 
your eary and it is ever fmce 
grown^roudy and wiU needs be 

abroad y andfe^ the fa- 
shion 




J" 



TheEpifllc 

shion of the world y with refolu- 
tions {according as it likes it's en- 
tertainment^ to bringmore ofifs 
fellows after it, Buty Madam y 
Imufl remember that it is but a 
wry fmall difcourfe which I 
here prefentjou withy and 1 
muH not widen the gates be- 
jond the proportion of. the Ci- 
tie ; I doe therefore moji hum- 
bly offer it into your Honours 
hands y and if you pleafe caji 
it at your feet ; and in cafe you 
shall think favour ably of it y as 
to vouchfafe it now and then the 

favour of your eycy and admit 

it 



Dedicatory. 

ttgracimjly into your prefencejt 
will reckon it Jelf highly graced 
and dignifiedyand not ambit ioujly 
deftre any other patronage. 
(i4ndhowbeit (^ I confeJS indeed) 
it isnot}fo properly calculated 
for your Family and relati- 
ons :^ {whofe Loyalty hath been 
abundantly tryed in the Fur- 
nace y and ^ have come forth 
glorious and shining ) yet I 
( am proud to conceive ) it 
may be oj fome Ufe to others:, 
and if but one y it is enough, 
^nd thus recommending both 



TheEpiftlc Dedicatory. 

the favour of yoi 

'ance^ dnd'^our 



y 




excellent relations to iheprote- ^ 
Bion and bleffing of God of/- 
mighty y for a continuance ofhk 
comforts to you here ^ andafuU 
consummation offerfeBjoy and 
if appinefs hereof tery IdohumMy 
take my leave oiyou:i and reft 



Your Honour'* . . 

Moftbighly obliged ,tind 
peifodlsrdcirated 

Servant and Chapkin. 

B A H K S «• 
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Luke 19. verf 27. 

!Butthfimine Enemies Tifhich IpquU not that I 
should reign oyer them , hring hither andffay 
them before mi. 

|Hcfe words arc patabolically delivered , and 
"( uttered in the name and perfon of a cer- 
tain Noble man. as we render the i»j(^«V 
%t verf. 12. Although it isplainby tbefol- 
Ipwing paflages in the Parable , that this Noble man 
was none other but a King; for herook his journey to ^ 
receive to himfelf a* Kingdom : & he fevcrelydcftroy- ^f*"*"* 
ed and puniflied his rebellious Subjefts in the Text,for '' 
not willing that he fliould ( ^mMSncf ) reign over them : . a - , 
And this alfo may fuitc well enough with thctEij(l.»V*.^*r*J' 
for though that properly relates to nobility of Birth, "g,*^^-^ ^ ' 
yetit excludes not the more excellent title and office „';(<;I. 
ofKingihip, which is Cv^V«^^^)thc highe'ft ftep Aiift. ii(. r. 
of Honour andNobility.and from whence arc derived* -^"^ 
(as fireams from their fountain or ipring head) all thofc 
Titles of honour and nobility which do put a diffe- 
rence among fubjeds , and make fome noble and ho- 
nourable above others. 

A Now 



Now I confcfs indeed that this whole Parable is 
myftically and fpiritually meant, and to be underftood 
of Chrift 5 (viz,.) the inftitmion and eftabliflimcnt of 
his Kingdom; the rebellion and oppofition of the 
le'^es and wicked men againft it 5 and then laftly Gods 
fevere judgement and vengeance inflided on them 
for their rebellion. And if any fliall contend this to 
be the onely proper and genuine fcppe and defign of 
our Saviour's repeating it here to his Difciples; for 
my part I (hall not my felf contend with him about if, 
but eafily and readily grant what he contends for. 

Ho wbeit, feeing the words (without any refped 
to the defign and fcopc of their direction and inten- 
tion) doe carry a good literal fenfe in themfelves , a- 
greeable tothe analogy <5f Faith 9 and the voices of o* 
ther Scriptures; I fhall accordingly for theprefentcon' 
Oder them altogether under thi$ grammatical fenfe 
and conftrudion. And fo they are the words of a juft- 
ly enraged and provoked King taking vengeance on 
a company of traiterous and rebellious Subje£te . . 

In them we have particularly confiderable thefe 
three parts. 

I • The parties arraigned and condemned : 79W 'ix^n^ 
fj(s/omf^f thofe mine enemies* 

2. The ground and reafon of their arraignment 
and condemnation. NoleCfetben anadofthehigheft 
rreafon and rebeUion ^ Vv? ft^i ^^im^its f*i Btmxi^aui , who 
would notthatllhould reign over them. 

3 , The fentence determined , and pafled upon 
them I ipi^M ilh,f$ ^gurp^S^iTf ^ bring hither and flay them 
before me. 

I ihall begin with the firfl; of thefe , tkt parties ar^ 

raigned. 



taigndd and condemned • Tho/e mhe enemies'] now 
who or what thcfc enemies vt^ere , we have generally 
fet down and dfcfcribed verf. 1 4. they were o\ woxtrv^ 
W-n*/ his Citizens, people th^t had lived long and hap- 
py under the protedion of his government , had de- 
rived all their rights and priviledges from him , had 
enjoyed all their freedoms aind immunities under 
him ; and we will fuppofc too , that they had fworn 
fealty and allegiance to him , which ( if fo ) brought a 
new accef&on of hcinotifnefle to their foul fin of in- 
gratitude, {viz.) breach of Oath and promifc : And 
can any punifliment be too great , or fentence too fe- 
vercforfuchi who have fo little fenfe of their duty, 
make fo little confcience of their Oathes , fliew fo lit- 
tle refpcft and reverence to the facrcdncffe of that au- 
thority to which (under God ) they owed their very 
(jcingand prefcrvation. 

Should fuch eiffimies'bc connived at , to what pur- 
pofe then were Lawcs , of what ufe then were Magi- 
ftrate$;yea to what end then did God Almighty ftamp 
fuch a figual Itein Oi'^T^ititangere, upon Regal uia- *Pfa.io5 .15; 
jeily and authority , Touch m$ mine anointed , not my 
unhos fofitUs , my anointed people > northern caufe^ 
Icfly and wrongfully : bar my mnStos Reges , mine an- 
ointed Kings & Princes , the heads and rulets of my 
people , hot Thcfc at any rate. ^ 

Now is it aiin to touch them , and is it not much 
more finfuU to afiiront thetn^? may not their perfons 
be touched rudely anfd irreverently , and cah it be leCe 
then a fin deferving the highefi: punifliment to frame 
Articles of Indidlmtnt atld accufation againft them , 
to fend abroad n(iefiagc$ of exception ag^infl: t heir^go- 

A z vernment, 






.(4) 

vernment ; and inftead of paying them chtit dues of 
ready fubjedion and obedience to their commands, 
to leap prefently into their thrones and chaires of ftate ' 
and MajeftyJ if fuch offenders as thcfc fliould goa- 
way unpunifhed , and that it fiiould be free and fafe 
for every unquiet and ambitious fpirit ^who is onely 
an enemy to Majefty, becaufe himfelfis not King 5 and 
a defpifer of governments* becaufe himfelf is haughty 
and proud, and thinks fcorn to be fubjed^ topradife 
fuch irregularities : then fare welUU La wes » all order, 
all government, all difference of perfon^ , allenclo- 
furesof civil title and propriety, all diflin£i:iotis of 
Ui€£Ufmw\'Tuum\ in a word, nothing but utter con- 
fufion and defblation , and turning all things upfidc 
down» muft needs be the unhappy prod ud and con- 
clufion of fuch dangerous connivances^ This for the 
firft confideration of theie enemies; they were «< rrtxl-m^ 
ni-nlt his own fubjefts and Citizens. 

2. A fecond Confideration of thefe enemies re- 
ijpeds their inward hatred and enmity towards him, 
\fitintw mJtvv, fayes that Text* they hated him. See > it is 
laid indeed that they hated him ^ but there is no caufe 
given of their hatred » no reafon alledged of their en- 
mity J and 'tis no matter whether there were or no ; 
for what^reafon can be given » or caufe alledged for- 
^Ktx fern- ^ fubjeds hatred of his true andlawfuU Sovereign \ at 
per honoran- Icaft what juft caule, what warrantable reafon \ ^ Ad^ 
' ^^ \tl{t^' ^^^ ^^* government be exorbitant, yet is his au thority 
Vmln^ro-' Vjcncrable; grant his praftices be vitious, yet is bis pet- 
ptcf ordi- fonfacrcd: admit the execution andadmitiiftration 
J«!?/?.'rer^ of his powjerbe befidesor conti^ry to law, yet is the 
iio,Tift.q.js* derivation of his poweijby cxprcffc deputation from^ 

God,, 
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(5) 
God, and that to be fureisthe (upremeLaw of all; 
and therefore fayes Solomon ,« Curfe not the King , no ^ ^"^*^' ^^* 
not in thy thoughts^ it is not faid of a good, or a juft , or 
a pious, or a mercifuU King onely , but of a King, 
qnaYAng'y curfe not fuch a one,no not in thy thought^ 
not onely not openly in the reproaches of thy com- 
mon and ordinary difcourfes , but not fo much as le- ^ 

cretly in any inward diflikes and undervaluings of thy 
thoughts, though thou art fure to efcape unpunifhed, 
and not poffible to be difcovered by men. 

God Almighty to the end that he might alwaycs fc- 
cure inusanawfuU reverence and veneration of Ma- 
jefty , hath not ondy fealedup our tongues from evil 
fpecches (according as we have it\^ffs 23 . 5 . Thou 
fhdt not Jfpeak evil oft he Ruler ofthypeofle $; but alfo 
our hearts from evil thoughts and^urmifings : we muft 
not curfe them at any rate. , no not there* And if not 
that, then doubtlefs (by like proportion) not reproach 
them , not (peak Qightingly of them , not make irre- 
verent approaches into their prefence,not publifli their 
infirmities, not leflen their abilities, not heighten their 
deviations, not fcruple their juft and lawftiU com- 
mands 5 in a word , not do any thing which may pro* 
bably tend to the Icaft abatement or diminution of 
M^jefty . And then fee here the exceeding vilencflc of 
thefe enemies, \tAl<nuu cufiivy they hated Him , their King. 
What,hate their King? a perfon, whomGod almighty 
hath fignally honoured with his own nzmt^^DixiiDii ^ ^^^^ 82. €j^ 
eftUy Ihave faid yearegods; hath immediately raifed 
up by his own proper ordination & conftitution^r/^^y c Prov.9. 1 % 
me Reges regnant , by me Kings reign 5 hath invefted 
with- unqqeftionabic power' and authority a where ^ E«icf. %.^ 

the 



the word of a King is, there is powcr» and who may fay 
^ . , untohim,whatdoeftthou J hath advanced above the 
nobisoRcxJurifdiftion and cognizance of Lawes , and maderc- 
juaitia: tra- fponfiWe to nonc but tohimfclf J ^Tihifolipeccavi faid 
f^enderrvo- ^^^Y DavidsL King ,.againft thee oncly have I finned : 
luerit, ace though we know he deiiled Bathfheba^ and caufed 
conipipoteOj ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^^^^i : but they were both his fub- 

li vero tu ex- . , i*^ i , . i 

ccflf ris^ c^uis jecks J and though the wrong was done to them in pct- 
te corripiet } (^^ ^ y^j ^^g the fin punifliablc by God onely , "^ who 

nlm tibi! fed alone is fuperiour to Kings , and the onely ludgc and 
{{ voiueris , ceufurer of their Anions. 

tcfooiL^^^^ Thus you fee what fignal Charaders of Majetty 
quis te da- and authority , of reverence and veneration^ God Al- 
innabiu ^^i^' mjahty hath ftamp't upon the perlonand office of 

Is GUI le DfO*' c? • * » & 

nuaciavit ef- Kings , cuough to makc their names facred and venc* 
fejuftitiam, rablc with men , and to advance their Offi^qe above 
evf^U^i^X theafpiring reaches of popular ambitions and ufurpa- 
*God the tions. That he might be fure to render their perfons 
onely ruler f^^f^j and inviolaWc » he has hedged them in with a 
Liturgy of fpccial and peremptory iVb///e/4/?|^fr^, touchnotminc 
the Church 0/ anointed; and to affert the divine cxtraftion and ori- 
fwhheKing. giuation of their officc 1 himfelf calls it /aJW;^/^^^'*, 
/Rom.i 3. 2. his own ordinanceand conftitution. 

We do not intend in all this to advance them 

above the degree and condition of mankind , though 

we place them in the higheft rank and order of men. 

:*-^^y*^"^ Wedar^notwiththat fawning Poet, call them co- 

«cum Jove partners and fellow* fliarers with God in power and 

Cxfar habet, fpyeraignty, No , our Faith teacheth US better man* 

nets , our religion will not permit fuch flatteries j wc 
^ do not give this honour to them , we dare not have 

thefe thoughts and apprehenfions of them : yet this 

wc 
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(7) 

wc hy of them , and the Apoftle warrants it , that 

they zvCgeiJ:i^H9^h Gods immediate fubftitutes ^ndi^^^-^y^- 

deputies ; his moft proper Lieutenants and reprefen- 

tatives upon earth: further yet this alfo we fay of them, 

and Teriuffian warrants it , that they are homints a •: Ad Scafuh 

I>tofecundi^ &folo Deomimrts , of men the very next ^^p* *• 

ftep tadivinityy aadinferiour to none but God ; nay 

further yet , this alfo we fay of them , and /. the an- •'• *\f^^ *": 

dent Poet warrants it , and one of greater authority '^^f!^^' 

then the Poet, S.j4/?/(Itakeit;) that they are «««»*f ^^i, > «.„, 

{^^a;;yi3rei*er, of all other the livelieft tranfcripts ajid ^^lli^f i^t- 

ioiages of that Soveraignty and Supremacy which is ^vx<^®^l 

proper onely to Divinity. So that now though we 

Deifie not the men , yet we magnifie their office^ 

though we adore not their perfons, yet we reverence Coirmus 

their authority; wc know them all the while to be but^^P?*'^" 
f • t /T- !• i 1 *% i- 1 fl n «. wm lie quo- 

men which Inall dye > audit Sons of men which mail modo& no- 

ere long be as grafle. Andif haply their great power !^^' ^**^^*>^ 
and command fbould beguile them , and put cheats %lfuldsca^. 
upon them , and make them think otherwife of them- ii»£% n-^^. 
felves, yetby and by either a feaver, or an ague , or a 
fit of the ftone, or coliek , or gout, will difcover thcf 
cheat, and fliew that itis nothing ta. 

Howbeit,though we have thefe common thoughts 
and opinions of their humanitiesjet dare we not have 
the lead: flighting perfwafions and apprehenfions of 
their authority. Gods command us to Honour them, jf i^'«»i7. 
and at no rate to hate them; he bids us to pray iot^^*^'" 
them, yea for them Mirft of all » for them in the firft 
place, and by no means to curfe them : His ordinance /Rom*io.i. 
itis^thatevety foul be fubjeflito them , yea to thetn i»%Wv«;^v. 
as.«»thehighdt powers > and infciiour to no pawer r wjW*'*- 

but. 
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hut his own ; and who then can rebell , and arm him* 
relfagainfl;them,andnotat the fame time ef4^;t;«'^ fight 
againft God > This for the fccond Confidcration of 

^hefe Enemies, refpeding their inward hatred and 
enmity. 

3 . The third Confideration refpeds them in their 
pofture of aftuai mutiny and hoftility , The open 
breaking out of their (edition and rebellion: They 
fent a meflage after him, faying ^ FFC^ill not have this 
man to reign over us j fo w e indeed , but in the Greek it 
i s ^Mri^suf tlmi'ei^M't they fent dn cmbajfage after him. Sec 
how foon they begin to King it thcmfelvcs; they 
(forfooth) muftbeinthemode of great Princes, and 
muft be difpatching their AmbaCfadours , and fending 
abroad their meflagess.& to whom do they fend them^ 
why to their King; welhbutwhat kind ofmeflageisit 
I trow \ one would think that being a mefTage from 
fubjeds to their King , it fliouid be dreffed Up in all 
the circqmftances of fear and reverence, of awfulnefs 
and trembling , of loyalty and fidelity , of fubmiflion 
and obedience, that pojQTibly could be : but this is no- 
thing fuch , but a meflage of open defiance and hoftili- 
ty, a meffage of titter difdaimure and renunciation $ 
in a word ,a melTage as full of rebellion and treafbn as 
words^ould poiTibly fet it forth , nolimus huncregna^ 
re, wc will not have this man to reign over us. 

Well > but mark firft what a fit time they take to 
fend this mefTage after hioi^ it was now in his abfence, 
now that he was upon his journey. All the while he 

. was prefenc among them we hear of none of thefc 
carriages toward him , not a word of any fuch meffa- 

ges fent after him ; but being onwards in his journey 

they 



they prcfenrfy take the advantage of Kis abftnce , and 
then they fend after him. Sec, the children of darknefe 
how wife , how cunning , how aftive , how diUgent 
they are in their works of darknelTe : if any opportunity 
falls in their way which may advantage their wicked 
parpofes , how greedily do they catch at it } how pre- 
fently do they enibrace it > how advantagioufly d6 
they improve it and make ufeof it^ Thefe enemies 
( it is like ) had waited a long time for an opportunity, 
but could light of none fit and ripe enough for their 
purpofe : and now the fitft that offered it felf, feci 
how prefently they lay hold of it , what great advanta- 
ges they make of it > Oh that the children of Light 
rwercaUb as wife and watchfuU , andferious in their 
generations ! that they were but in as good cameft, 
would but take as much pains , and be at as much coft, 
and make asmany journeys , and lye as much at the 
cai?ch in their wayes of piety , as finners and wicked 
men do in their wayes and coiurfes of (in. 

Well but they uttered not thefe words in his ^^^^^00 
prefence , but fent them afitrt him; and indeed, 
had they done otherwife , their impudence would 
have been greater^nd t^ir radeneflefar more ftrange 
and wonderfuU : for God Almighty hathftamp'tfuch 
fccret chara^ers of reverence and awfuinefle upon 
the perfons of Kings, that thofe very men who re- 
gard not the authority at all, are yet many times great' 
)y afraid and awed with the Majefty of the prefence. 
1 have read of many in former times > and have heard 
of more of late times , who brought along with them 
mifchievous dcHgns andpurpofes enough againft the 
life of their Prince , but wheo they came onife into 

B their 
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rilerrpfdbic«,the7wamed power toac^^ riicic 
errands, and coinage to i»ifed the execution 6f tiieic 
wicked dcfif US. And therefore thefe men wefee wore 
fubtile and cunning in their wickednefle ; »d that 
they might work die (lucr » they diflfembled an appcfafr 
ance of fome modefty and baflifiilQefi in their car- 
riaga; th^ did nof Tiolendy aiaiik tbdc King, they 
/ d&dnotfocniallyarraigiihim, they did hot cred an 
^ hi^Courtofiufticetotryhiaitandiiidgehim: bur 
(thoQfh wickedly enongh , yccibniewiiat moccmo^ 
deftl7>they tooktheoppocninityofhisabrence^MiiW 
Mm «ii^ thyfim Mfierbim. 

Wdk hm ngosk&rther a notable r/^M^orgrada^ 
tioamthieirfin) &AyifUmmrtk^hsitJ^hm\ next 
pSM9amidm^tlHyif€nd^if» nextfoflowdthefidl 

j^etiod and coofiunmatkMi ol their wickednefle, an 
eft of open dtfidbuittiac and mimciation, ^ 9£ 

here Sin's ufiial^si^y of motkm , how it mo 

gitfflrely> and creepe on bf Iktlcand little, 

pcoveft by degcecs} and one Sn is^a Aep to another, 

and every le&t Sin ^he difpofitio0 and io-Ict into a 

Ncflio It- gjBeater) It is ni»^ that any maii begins wkhgtear 

pe^fic tur-sins^tfifft^bitf^^flipiintathemfa^'degiwcs^, and ordi- 

^' Mrttsrobfeotes akindof neAodin finning , andccNB* 

monly bcgtssfiift with evti thoughts, then with evil 

deSresi ttmt with evil fpeeches * aftet that withevil 

aiQ^Si. anikhft of ail gtowes^ up into^evil habits and: 

cjiflxmttsrandrtheniiicbpe^ 

aMdhatkaUit'&nsea&tcsofvicioiifbcfib; whenaman 
QQtnes oncctOimakea trade olefin, and haih left off 
tohla<h.atthe€OQvifti(mofa»cvUailionr and 

begin 



tegia now to workandcanndre*Widigcteilti^c/&tiXf«»ai^ 
and to make finning a matter Of coodc and .ne-^P^^^-^^^^- 
cdfity. , 

There is commonly in moft ^irits a natural fiafli* . 
fulneflc unto Qones of open £ime and fcandalt and men 
are at ficft lliame&c't and modeft • and their reputa- 
tion t>egins to be concerned^ and dieir fpirics to fly 
back and ilart ar the odioiis names of cheft/>r dtwiken- 
nefle, or murther, or facnledge ^ neither does the De- 
vil ufually make tbefe his fixft Le^res > but commons 
ly begins ficft with finallet finnes, and fiifoesof lefib 
publick notice and diicoveijr, and entertfiBnt the fin- 
no; at firft with the wantonncfle of an evil thought, or 
an idle motion , and leaves him a while to trfakefpolt 
and play with thisbaitj bur thian having once well 
entred him here , and perfwaded hina into an eafie 
yielding unto thefe ^ ht With Uttte adoe afterwards 
drawes him One ftep futtlMr unto evil defires ind 
iufiing^ as being of equaU privacy and feetecy with 
the former {'dnd now the heart bdng fall of evil 
thoughts andkiflii^ , doea ndittratly deike to eafe 
andveitticielfinikShiU^it and 

is in fome pain *tiUitbc ddivetedof chfiii § and here 
theloi^ue begins firft todifibbbl^ neixt to If e>neit to 
fwear^ncxctobla^facme: and the iM^ilhing that die 
mai;(goesinhand wiiby&sthe pMdktfof evfl a(^n$^( 
& here ahb (as^efoce) tbel>evi( k«<^ hjm to h)$old 
method : and firft learns the man the art of firaud slnd 
cozcBiiigyaftcr that the pra^iceoftfsaortk>ttand op« 
preifion ^ aftecwards the trade crf^opcn thfdfr and via- 
lencci and by thiathnc the ntdftis grt>Wtt i pefftft 
artift and profideai, ancfiis taugittto fWiUo w a^ baitt 
and to fcruple at nothing. B z This 



This I adde the rather to perfwade Chriftians to be 
very wary and careful! of the firft motions and begin- 
nings of fin , for he that eafily gives way to afinfuU 
motion , cannot certainly tell where it will end', and 
how far it may poflibly carry him . UolyDaviii doubt- 
lefs was fincerely pious and religious, and one,that had 
a propofition of adultery or murder been made to 
himatfirft , would certainly have thrown away the 
motion and abhorred the propofition, and have 
reckoned himfelf much undervalued » and have been 
very angry with^the man that fiiould have made it : 
but yet you fee how ioon the entertainment of a fin- 
gle luft drew him on to adultery ; and being gone thus 
tar, the regard of his credit and reputation did after- < 
w^ds force him upon the neceflity of moving a ftep 
forwards i and of adding the commiflion of another 
fin , to conceal and hide the fiiame of his formerfolly. 
It has nev^r yet been accounted fafe playing, an after, 
game with Sin ; the fureftcourfc is p^rimcipiy oh/^ar€, 
J to begin with it at it's firft rife » to crufli it in the egge, 
' to ftifle it in it's fitft movings and beginnings $ he 
that will keep fin out of his ton^eor hands, muft 
be careful! to continue al way es a ftriftandconftant 
guard upon his hear^> and obferve every paflage there, 
^hat there be never a chink or. cranny left for fin to 
enter in at*, for the lead leak of all may^ let in water 
enough to drown the biggeft Veflel. But no more of 
thij. 

I have hitherto (hewn you the manner of 
thefe Enemies comport and . carriage toward 
their King : come we no\v to examine a little 
thecondition and nature of the meflage which they 

fend 



-V 



(I3) 

fenrd after him 5 a mcflagc ( you will foon grant, I am 
furc ) of huge difloyalty and difaffcftion , of the 
higheft pride arid infolency 5 and to fay no more of it, 
a meflage of open and aduai defiance and renuncia- 
tion , Nolumus hunc regnare , we will not have this 
manto reign over us. How is that J we will not :why 
then is it wholly as we will > Is the title and office of 
Kings become now fuch a frecAtious Title > or do 
they hold their Crowns and Scepters altogether in 
Tenancy from the people, that it is in their choice 
and ppwer^ to King them or un- King them, to con- 
tinue thcmordifplacethematpleafure? fayesnotthe^o^; j^ j. 
Divine wifedome,/^r mt Reges r^gnAnty by me Kings ooffu^Vn w 
reign \ is there ever fuch a word zs per po f ultimo in all ^«<nA'5«, «- 
that Charter, which might entitle the people to fome ^f ^'^ 2^J^*'" 
right and power in the choice of their fuprcme Magi ^* ^^^^Td- 
ftrate ^ Again, faycs not the Apoftle , The powers that q^^^^jh^ 
drtfdre ordamedofGod?^ So that here you fee is the^i^^ 
joint confent andfuffrage of both Teftaments,to con- '*/^*^ V^*^ 
firm and warrant the^ propofition , th^t Magiftracy is '*'^*""' 
not a popular choice , not a humane creature , t but a %"' \ -_ 
divme ordinance : and though -• S. Peter mdeed calls jg ^^{|«,, 
it 49$ ordinance of man: yet muftwe not fo un- ^'a/5«5 ^fi^ 
derftand the expreflion , as if he intended it ofx^^nZaj^d 
Magiftracy in relpeft of the fitft rife and inftitution of^^';t* ^'^ 
it, f which.other Scriptures do cxprcfly affirrti to bfe of "^^'P «<» 
God , . and not of man ) but in regard of the fubjed p^^*^^^^' ' 
wherein it is placed, and unto whom (of God)the due ^^^^ 
exercife and adminiftration thereof is committed : uh. ^.narrat. 
neither (in refpeft of what follows in the fame verfe) ^^^f^^^' 
can it be imagined that S.Peter in calling Magiftracy y^y^^^,,^^,^' 
an humane ordinance , had theleaft defign to aflert a/«mifM. v 

right 
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nght and power in people of creating and making ihek 

King : for this would be to maintain a flat contradi- 

Btf0ix« > ii ftion : in regard that Him ( the i^ing) he c^W&fufrtmti 

vwv'^fi. jij^j jf j[jg lUxci^ be fupreme , then arc the people in- 

feriour to him i and that too » not oncly diftrtbutive- 

\y in refpeft of every fingle and ^^articular man 

(for this would be but to advance him into the rank 

and order of the beft and nobleft fort of fubjeds; 4 

goodly advancement for a King ) . but coile£Uve- 

ly , as comprehending the whole maflc and body 

of people. And as for that diftindion oi fingulk 

major , but univerfis minor y it is a notion as far 

(hort of truth » as it is of antiquity : being a diftin- 

£tion of yefterdayes invention onely » unl^own to 

the Sages of ancient times , and on porpofe devifed 

of late, to (erve the ambitious ends of fome^, who by 

iQaking thatunfound & dangerous pofitim the chief 

ground and reafon ot their adions^did thereby pl^nly 

bewray the weakne6 oftheir caufcidc how little of fo- 

lid truth&reafon they had to pretend for what they did. 

But to remm to our bufincis \ if the chicfMagiftratebc 

fupremctand the people inferionr to him » then can be 

not be the people; creature:for theCrcator muft of ne- 

ccfifity be confeffed fuperiour tothc creature » and not 

the creamre to the Creator; neither is it po0ibicthat 

that which is nutdCy ihonld be more noble and excel* 

lent then that which made it^ fo that fl^nld it once be 

granted , that the chief Magiftrate is thepeoplescrea* 

ture; it niuft needs follow » that the(ame thmg^it 

the fame time, and in refped of the fame, are fopreme 

and not Supreme, inferioor ^nd not infenour. 

Butto give you allthismore dearly in an example: 

and 



(15) 

Md fiecasfc I will free my felf from the pretence of 
any exception » I wiU inftance in the fiift King 
n^ich was ever fet up ovei the people of God* 
and that was Ssml King odfiseL Now he , of wbofe 
choofingandfetting up (I crow; washe } did the peo- 
ple choofe him t was be their creature ^ and did they 
appoint him^ and fet him up over themfelves i nothing 
kffe: fheyddked:aKiiigiiidieed9andwemcryingto 
SMmeh that he would make them a King , i Ssm. S. 
But a King is too noUe and exceHetit a creature for 
SammVs makings accordingiy he carries this requeft 
and deim of tfacpeoplesUoto GcKif toknow his plea* 
fure in the aattcr^ ami he afterwards choofeth the m a 
King, andfingfesootthemian ^ and ddcribes the pcr<» 
fon» and impoweis him with commiflioii & authority^ 
and caufeih him to be broi^ before them ; & when 
he was^lbt before chemJiaTk whacJ j«m/fatd untothe 

r)6[^if; n»»k, iris not whcNn you, bm >iri?w/Aei^/^ 

kdih €hofin. * Sothar Kings youfeeareof Godsimmc- ]^^l^ 

diaee cMofittg A:fecting ttp^thefrcftlQog of aU k 

wa$ kfi&prim & uU^pMrrdfii^^chnttt holds a- f^f^regn 

likeinfttccd&onjaceoffdingfy h wai well laidtrf '^hoiy l^^^i^p^ 

dedk iidiafhj^^fiMshctimg^vcAc Ktn^lome to^^;;^^ 
€mlkm$u$e aOniftkw, gave it alfo toUdism an Apo- ircnxus /. r . 
ftate$therewasavefyv^diffaeiice in tbtd^pofitiOAs ^ n«civita& 
at;qiiaIftie»of ttsefeewoKings^theoneaChriaiab^ the ^^'''-^'^''^ 
other a&Apoftati^tfae onea proteAor .the other a pec- 
fecnto^&^et yoatbc ibey boti^alke deri v'd their com- 
miffionsffiomtlieittiirdiviBchai^ 
thefiutte ktrevspatents to iioifoceiiwtfacit aufikorky, 
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he thatg^vc the Kingdomc to the one , gave it to the 
other too i he that fet up the one* fet up the othe like- 
wifei he that made the one King, made the other King 
aKo. And then fay , was it not a mod frontieis and 
impudent ufarpation of power in thefe Citizens to 
fay unto their King , Nolumus huncregnare , we wiU 
hot have this man ceignover us: ^ 

Well,butisitthenas they will? to continue :their 
King, or to caft him off; to pay homage unto him» 
or to rebell againft him at pleafure? Are Kings thus 
beholden to Subjeds for their Allegiance ) and is it 
a courteiie in them to pay it? and not rather their duty, 
yea their fpeckd priviiedge, more^dxeir fingulat happi- 
nefle, if they would (ee it. Call you this the way to 
soH nefdm honour Kings > which the Scripture every where ip- 
Drfwd^iw-^^ulcates ? is this to be fiibjeO: to the higher powers • 
^diZnm T» which the Apoftlefo plainly coinmands, and.that too 
officio ordinit {^ words of moft peremptory and itKli^enfible im- 
's^l^fadm portancc , ^ Ut every foul htJuhjeB to the higher fo^. 
tradidone p$- ets ? Scc I pray , how he extends the duty , how he 
^cr^Mvio layesitatthe door of every particular mans concern- 
injuriam ft nacnt 5 Let every kf^W/High and Low, Rich and Poor, 
cere vidm-^ Noblc and Ignoblc J one with another ail muft fubmit, 
•rLlfcL^L ^ muft be fubjeS to the higher powers. Again, mark 
normdicre- wcUthe cxprefllonhe ufcth, Let every Souli now I 
fli'i/?^re!"(^ confefs that this vjoid(SotU) is many times put mwuh;^}- 
K(w. re^.35. nSs in Scripture to fignific the whole man , and fo it 
irRom.i.ij. does here tool but yet (in regard of what follows^. 5.) 
I cannot conceive but that theApoftle haply might 
have a fpecial defign in his choice of that word here in 
this place (vix>) to Imply the right and proper princi- 
ple of true Chriftian fubjeftioo; that it be liot 9 mere 
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fbrced, Of yet a formal rubmiffion altogether ., not tfre signifc 
tenut ^ tyXgenuienuy^ not a lipfubje^iony or a knee- tiusdicu^om'^ 
fubjeiiion onely, but a free and willing obedience , a "f^^'^j^tktt 
fobjeAion out of Confcience, a fubmiflTion out o( dichOmnss 
free choice and election, that we do ex Ammo obedire^ Hmi>^ utin- 
t5bey from our fouls i paying higher powers their tri- ^non^fiu^% 
buteof all due fubjeftion and jrubn)iflion,not barely as noftrasy non 
t task Of impofition of duty laid upon us , but as a iJ^^^'^'^J 
tender of willing choice and eleftion freely flowing enamanmas 
from us. And he thatisfuchaSubjcft^ and makes a ^l^^J^fJ^^^ 
confctencc ot his obedience , Is ftraitly tycd up to z^fJcui!^iy^sjit 
neccfficy of continual fubjeftion , and dcfircs not to i^qu^pof- 
caft offany yoke which Confcience layes upon him 5 ^^erir^'^^^ 
But j^ctfcvcres cOnftant and ftcdfaft in his duty , and jet. w /oc«f». 
nothing can thake him out of his allegiance, or per- *sitotu5or. 
fwade him to difloyalty , ^ or tempt him to rebellion , ^^,'^^^^^^^^ 
■^ Of to pfa£tlfe any thing againft the perfon ,or ho- ut^mUfiam ' 
nouf, orlife^oreftatc, orintereftofhis lawful! Sove- ^^f^f^f- 
ralgn; yea though an abfolute Tyrant, though an j!ll^^^^, 
open oppreflbr and grinder of his Subjects, though of *k» **»«» 
a nature never fofierceandintraftable, of afpiritncvcr tT^^H- 
fo hard and difficult , yet all this weighs nothing at all mtum ah e9 
in the ballaricc of Confcience, which carries, the Law ^js^ ^^^-^ 
andrcafonofit's obedience in it's own breaft; andfo rew, Bern, 
doihreadily anfwer whatfoevercan be objedied in this ^f^fi- «7o- 
kind, with the Apoftlcs two words , «^/;« ^&^tS-Mf, ^JJ^'J^^ 
1 muft needs obey j every duty ftands firm and fure judicium dn 
upon thefectof Conrdcncc; and therefore in whotn- ^f^^^^ »of»i/ 
foever thatis truly his principle ofaaion , thatm^n XSlj:. 
moves evenly and uniformly in every pofture of duty, dixu m. Te- 
and hangs noti/i> a^uilihrio , in an equal poifc and in- '^^^^'^^^^^^ 

T^it. »^nnaL lib. 6, a Rom. 1 1 . j. 
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differencie to cither parts of a contradidlon ; but nc^ 
ccffarily moves that way whither Confcicncc drawcs 
him I and is indifpenfably forced and put upon the 
pradice of that, which Confcience tells him is his duty, 
and he muft do it, or he finnes grievoufly. I have 
done now with the firft part of the Text , the parties 
arraigned. 

Proceed We on to the fecond » the Caufe and rea- 
fon tof their arraignment , implyed in thcfe words, 
J^ho li^ouldnot that Ipoould reign over themr\ In the 
meffage which thefe Citizens fent after their King, we 
; meet with words of foul fcorn and contempt, of moil 
vile leflening and undervaluing ; fo mean and cheap 
( itfeems) he was in their efteem and account > that 
they thought him not worthy a particular compella- 
tionj they fcorned to call him by his proper name and 
title, but flightinglypafled him over with a plain and 

^'^^^-'mi't ^^^^^^ ^^^^'^ Tpe'^ill not have this man ( thisforry, 
cWfS^L-eafie fellow I or indeed whatyepleafe)r^r€/^^ over us. 
tium nomina- ^^d this indeed ha,th ever been the conftant guife 
7nhfi!mf^^'^^^ prafliice of mutinous and feditious fpirits. '.when 
' ever they went aboiit, and had a mind to refift and re- 
bell againft the authority of their lawful! Sovereigns , 
ftillto vilifie their pcrfons , and to lejQfen and difparage 
their parts ^ and in a word , to throw on as much 
load>andtocaft as much dirt upon' the men, as may 
be, to the end that byfo doing they might render them 
more cheap and contemptible in the eyes and efteem 
of the vulgar. An ufage which Machiavel tolemnly 
taught his Scholars , with an item of Noiite oblivijci^ 
and which hath been but too much pra£tifed of late 
years: and yet neither is this any thing aiore then 

^ what 
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what is ncccffarilypreparativcto rebellion, and hath 
been the conftant^raftice ofRcbcUs; (vizj tohc- 
^in firft with rcprdaching the perfons of their Rulers, 
and poifefling peoples minds with ftrange reports and 
ftories of the men; and this being once done, the 
Scene is fairly laid as they would have it , and they 
have a handfome opportunity for their purpofe , and 
people are willing to be helpful! and affifting to them $ 
and now the m^k begins to be laid afide by little and 
little: and the next pofiiire which you fhall likely 
find the men in, is in compleat armes , in fome ftrong 
garrifon, or pitcht field, in qpen confrontment and op« 
pofition of the power and authority of their King. 
Howbeit<if you mark it well) in this Kings charge and 
indidment here in the Text, there is nothing of all 
this recorded, nothing of their rudenefs named ^ but 
only their rebellion punifllied, not their previous inci- 
vilities towards his perfon mentioned , but barely their 
prefent contempt of his authority (entenced. And was 
not this Crime enough,you will fay. Crimen U/d UUar 
jeJiAtiSy^ Crime of the higheft poflible Treafon? what 
can be more treafonable then this \ or indeed is trea^ 
fonablein comparifon of this > what , to fay of a King, 
nolumus hunc , we Will not have this man to raign o- - 
ver us ^ and conformably thereunto to endeavour 
aftually the difpollefling him ofhis Regal power and 
authority i Can Subjeds poffibly do more againft: 
their Soveraign > yes they may do more , and late ex- 
amples have told us they may do more, (I fpeak not 
oiz Licet what they lawfully may do, for fo indeed 
they may not do fo much 5 but of zfaSfum /y?, what 
fome fiibjeds wickedly have done ; they may aifo 
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. aif defary. to thdr rebellion , may lay violent hands up- 
on thciic Sovereign ,may draw up wticles of Indift- 
mcnt againft. him , may caufc him to be brought 
before their Tribunals , and thence paffc fcntencc of 
death upon him; this they may do, for fome wc 
xSam.i. %o. know have done it : Butt^Uit mtin Gith , publifh it 
mt in the Jit em oft^skeUn \ lefi the daughters if the 
philifiines rthyee J Ufithe sUifghters of the nncirenm* 
cifed triumph. 

Howbcit tbefe RebcUs in the Text i were not fuch 
through proficients } they had not a* yet Icarn't the 
art of killing of Kings » and of patting their lawfull 
Princes and Spveraigns to 4eath : accordingly you 
fee they laid not violent hands upon hts petfon » but 
only remonftratcd their difafFe^ion to his govern^ 
ment; they drew not up articles of Indictment againft 
himi but onely caft offall yokes of obedience and Tub* 
jeCtion to his authority ; theit rebellion vyas not drefi: 
up in like foraulities and ciicumftances with others 
of a i^ter edition, oneiy ^Mnr^if regfurti they would 
not have Him to reign over them« ^ 

And why not Him I trowi was it for any mifde-^ 
meanors in his govecumenti or for his cruelty and 
fe verity towards them ^ or his Tyranny aiHl afiirpa- 
tion over them i No , none of thefc reafons are aU 
ledged} and we may probably conclude they were 
not pretended » becaufc not alledged* But they will 
have him no iofiger King, becaufe they will , Bdt pro 
rdtiofte vphneas. And this indeed , would but people 
fpeakout^ is the plain £ii^^ of all rebellion » nilum 
regnare^ they will not have any King to reign over 
them: wcU^butwhciclayeaatt^cexception^^notib 

much 



(2 1) 

much jgainft the pedon of their King, jfua Man , but 
his Office, qua King ; for it is not faid noluerunt ejfe^ 
they would not have him to continue and remain a- 
mongthem, but w»r^^«4rf> not to reign over them, 
not to be fbperiour totheni, notto have any place of 
commandos power , or prehcminence above them 5 
fothat it was not fo much the perfon of the man, as his 
authority, all this time, which they fired againft , and' 
did Arike at $ and made ufe oneiy of the perfon, 
to the end that through his fides they might mortally 
wound and deftroy the authority it fclf And this in- 
deed is the whole bone of the controvcrfie , Men 
are protid and afpiring, covetous and ambitious 5 they 
would aU1)e Kings ; and this makes them defpifers of 
government » difbbedient to Lawes , undervaluers 
and contem/iers ofthofe in places of command and 
authority. I think I may very truly fay it, that fcarcc 
ever yet was there a profeffed Rebel in the world, 
who didnotalithe while carry a King in his belly. 

Would but the Church haVe made PtUgius 
Bifhop, it might haply have been freed of his i^re* 
fic; might but Corah^Ddshsn and v^i^/>^>«,have been 
allofthem Pricfts, it is like they would not have dif- 
tutbcd the Congregation with their ftrangc fire : and 
FM€ite me Romans Ecdefiaepifiopum (faid Prdtextatus 
a heathen to Pope Damdfks.) & erofrottnus Chri/lU^ 
nus , aiv ingenuous confei{>on , M^ke me hta once 
Sijhop of Rome , and I */// fre/intfy turn Cbr^ian. 
Thereis ufually in all (editions atiddifcontented peo- 
ple,; a fpirit of much pride and ambition ^ and they 
ate generally fick of a tympany , and their fpirits be- 
gin to fweH and grow big , and to quarrel with their * 

con- 



condition; Md Petdgius mu&bc a Bifliop or he will 
turn Hcrciick} zndDioirefhes muft have thcprckcmi- 
ncnce given him , or he will breed great ftirres in the 
Church; and Pratextatui muO: be made Pope, and 
wear a miter , or he will not turn Chriftian y and this 
is that which puts men ever and anon upon ftrange 
and defperate defigns : and becaufe nothing can like^ 
ly more ferve their turns then pretences of Religion 
and reformation > to make Them commonly theftra^ 
tagems and expedients of their ambition : for they ob- 
ferve moft people to be naturally much delighted and 
pleafed with pidures and images of Religion $ and if 
they obferve a man to pray long , or to fail often » or 
to be zealous againft fuperftition, or to be open 
mouthed againft prophanefie y or to have a mortified 
look , or a fullen eye brow , prefently they cry him 
up for a Saint, and he is voiced abroad for an heaven- 
ly man; not conddcring all the while how his Prin- 
ciples are laid, and wheireat his Religion may pofllbly 
bededgned: and we our felves have lived in times 
which may fufficiently convince any fober man / that 
the forwarded profeflbrs andgreateft talkers of Reli- 
gion » are not al way es the beft Chriftians . 

But thefe i^^a in the Text were no fuch pre- 
tenders of Religion , they wanted a mask of devotion 
to caft over their face of rebellion j they were right- 
down rebells j and if any rebellion be better then o- 
ther , this is that : their defign was rebellion, and they 
profefledly owned it : and To their wickednefs (though 
vile and bad enough ) was by^ fo much iefle finfuU, as 
it was more plain and (imple : they did not fugac 
it over with pretences of Religion, or dreflc it up with 

the 
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the garnilh and falfe colours of devotion , but plainly 
told him their mindi mluetunt regnare , they would 
not have him to reign over them • 

And thus now having Hitherto difcovered to you > 
their guilt , I prefume you will fay it is high time that 
the men be brought to Ipeedy execution ; which alfo 
brings me to the third and laft pare of the Text $ the 
fentence determined and pafled upon them, il^^-nih^ 
bring hither And Jlay them before mc. 

In which fentence, we have two things confider- 
able, 

Firft, the fcverity of the puniflimcnt. 
Secondly , the fpeedy execution of the fentence. 
The firft you have implyed in the na^-mTipiU'n y (lay Frmo'^^irl^f, 
them, deftroy them, cut their throats , more pecudt^m, a quo o'<P«r 
as we ufually ferve beafts 5 and good reafon for it too, ^ juguium. 
that they who by their fin h^d degenerated beneath ^^,i^*^^ 
the common civility and ingenuity of men , ftiould "2;^' ^^^f*^ 
now in their punifliment be dealt with, and fcrved af- ^^^^^ ^ 
ter the mannerof beafts. rhucyd.' 

Again the latter, that alfo you have intimated in the 
^^^nSh^ bring them forth hither : He would not ( it 
feems) have tbc fentence deferred , and put ofFfrom 
day to day^ but be prefently put in execution , and his 
own eyes muft be witncffes of the vengeance , bring 
them hither andjlay them before me. And why , in this 
fin of theirs there were two things to be confidered $ 
Firft , the horribleneffe of the fa£k it felf. 
Secondly , the evil example which it gave ; both 
which did call for a fpeedy execution of j uftice , to the 
end, that neither by the long delay and (iifpenfion of 
vengeance, the courfc of juftice might be ftopped,^ 

nor. 
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nor by a general Adlof pac4on and ObUviotiiOtfaers be 
. encouraged and emboldned unco the like wi(;ked pra« 
dices. 

Now the obfervation which I fliall raife from both 
thefe^ is this ; That a fpeedy execution of punifhment 
upon notorious pi^endors and iii4lefa£kors» isane-^ 
celTary Ad ofjuftice, and a feafonable mercy to a Na- 
tion. I grant indeed that mitdnelTe and detnency , 
that pardon and tendernefie are fpecial virtues in k 
Magiftrate; and S. Iudi\ rule is very gOOd^ and 
worthy the imitation of fuch perfons : eS? jS fAi«r» » tf 
Jude ji. fome have compafiion , m^img d dtffitrtmi • hOXvbeir, 
though fuch are to ihew mercy a^ timetii yet they mud 
doe it (you (ee) :i\^%e^^l^^^ aiid it tnuft bedifptnfed 
With a difference : All fpirits are not capable of met'^ 
cie,allpeople are not proper for naerciej aiidtobe 
fure^not fcandalous, not notorious OStndors« Oh nOi 
(uch v£L\A be made examples » And be brought to 
fpeedy tryal$ and it is oiuch more mercy to piiaifli 
tnem, , and to let the fentence of juftice palfe upon 
them here , that neither themfelves in their perlbns , 
nor others by their meaiiS) and the encouragetAenc of 
their impunity ^ may perifli eternally hereafter And in«« 
deed, thefe quick and fpeedy proceedings againft fuch 
Offendors , they are of very great uft in a Kingdom , 
and do ferve to (everal important p«ii^oies. 

firft , they are excellent expedients in themfelves^ 
and the readieft and likelieft m«ans to prevent pabMck 
judgements and uUmities. When ti\e Magiftrate 
once drawes his fword of juftice ftgainft (In , then does 
Ood alfo begin to put up his (\vordof ve^igeance > and 
commoaly not before. The Scriptures afford u$ va^ 
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riety of examples in thi$ kind. When lo/hu4 and his 
men went againft o//. The people of A$ (faycs the 
Text) cdme out againH them^ndfmote them , dndcha- J^^* '-^^ 
fed them 4>4;; this pcefently filled lopstid with* won- 
dering and admiring at the ftrangeneife of the difcom- 
fiture, that he who had fought fo manyviAorious 
battels hitherto > fiiould now be affronted and chec- 
ked by fuch a little paltry City » luch an inconfiderabic 
handful! of people : well i but mark the courfe he 
takesy he goes and complains , and prayes, and cry es 
heavily unto God ^ but God's eares are ufually ftop^ ^ 
ped to prayers which are not attended with juftice. 
All his complaining , and praying , and crying pre- 
vailed not with God Almighty \ No , he muft have 
)ufticeuponMalcfadors donefirft: there was in lo^ 
(hua's Gamp one x^chan » who had lately committed 
a great fin/ and defer ved a great punifiiment , and an- 
till execution be done upon him,/^/yamay complain 
and cry if he will^ but fhall be fure to be worfted. An* 
other like example we have i Sam. 2 1 . i . There Hfoe a 
famine in the dajts of David three jesres , year after 
year\ and David enquired of the Lord ^ and the Lord 
anf^ered^ it is for Saul and for his hloudj houfe^ becaufe 
hejleyit the Gibeonites $ well , fee the courfe that David 
takes, heCallsforthe(7/^/i»i:^/^jy and asks what re^ 
parations hefhpuld make them t that they niight blels 
the inhetitance of the Lord ; And the Gtbeomtes f^id 
untohim^'We yrillhave nofilver , nor no gold of Saul nor 
of his houfe ^ But the man that confumtd us , and that 
divijid mifchief agaififi us % that Hfe floouldbe deftroyed 
from remaining in any of the coafis oflfrael : let fevers 
men of his font beMbnmed unto us , and 'We 'will hang 
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them up $mio the Lopd in Gihah ofSAul; attd this be- 
ing duljr pcrfomicci and executed , mark the iflUc , the 
famine prefcmlyGcafed; and there was a fpeedy re- 
turn of plenty andabutklance again. But moft me- 
morable above any other is that example of x^habt 
1. Kings 10. who for fparing and fhcwing kfndnefTe 
and favour to BenhaJad, whom he fliould have de- 
ftrdycd and ftain, received this heavy doom from the 
mouth of God, vfr. 42. Stcau/e thou haft kt go out 
of thy ha?fdd man t^hom I had affointed unto utter de- 
fifuBitinj there fere fhall ihj life go^ for his life , ' and thy 
fee fie for hisfeofle. A Text which ffiouidmake Ma^ 
giftrates very wary and cautious, left the mercy which 
they fliew to Malcfadors , do over a^ while rebound 
back in heavy judgctiicnts cither upon thcmfeivcs at 
their pofterity. 

But then fccondly^fhch^edy proceedings are al- 
fo great checks and reftraints to fin. Nothing does 
more awe wicked men into ^ood order and difci- 
pline, and make them mojreafraid of finning, and bind 
them over to their good behaviour j theh a (peedy 
execution ofjuftictuponOflFendors: ibr hethatfecs 
fuch men puniflicd before his eyes, though he makes 
noconfdcn ce slx all of the evil of the fin p yet will he 
fomewhat trctnWe, and be afraid ofcommittingthe 
farxiefaflt, for fear, of incurring a likepunifliment* It is 
true indeed, were all men ingenioiifly and virtuoufly 
fpirired>as there would benooccafioa,fo would there 
be as little need and ufe of Rich feveritie?; but yoa 
I Timi 1. 9^ know what the Apoftle fa ^,Lex mnpo^ta fft i^fio^ 
the Law is nor made for a righteous man, but for fin- 
ncrs and wicked pcrfons , to reflttain and hinder them 
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fromimiiing,* and common experience (too evident- 
iyy' proves it , thattb^ MagLftratc contributes much 
more to the fupprcflion of vice in a nation , by one 
i&roke of his Tword, then do many others* by a whole 
life of pious example^nd dodrine. Yea andforthis 
caufe too (ayes the fame Apo&\c Rom. 13. 4. /j fhe 
SH^gtA of jiifiict put into his bani^ rhdt he jhouUi^e 
{UJ^x^ iU cfyLi ) Mn avenger ofl^rAtb to every one thai 
doth evil. 

Again thirdly -, tuch fpeedy proceedings are alfo 
great preservatives- pf peace and quiet in a nation. 
Nothing does fooQcrfkifle rebellions ^ and Aipprcfle 
tumults > ^lod a^ppeaTe murmurings « anddifcpurage 
wicked devices and oon grades then thefe: hence 
fgyes i*^i^a/)i of RighteoufnefleXa naain part whereof 
.3nou kaow cpn&fts in timely diftiibations of pvuaifh- 
rncqts.) thzt4t-€XAketh4n4ti^» , Prov, i^.s^. «hat is, 
makes it rich and populous , C»£c and fecure. Mini- 
fters may pKach their hearts out , and ftudy to devj& 
motives 9 and to pcefctkbe rales of peaceable Uvic^; 
but when all Is done^ the Magiftrates (word oauft have 
agreatftroke in this work; he is the fitteft e;^^/^^ 1 
amd the likelieft of all other )to keep the peace: . and 
therefore ifhe OBcegrowes remifie and hack ward in 
his executions of jnftice, jt makes ^people proud an4 
£cornfull,<and confident^^ndprefumptuoas ; and eve- 
ry fingleiinner efcapkigoinpunithed , puts hope into 
thoufands^ thatthey alfo-may doe {i> ti>o: and foin 
theefiedy a mercy (hewn to one, proves a cruelty 
donetooiany. . 

Again iaurishly and hftly , fnch fpeedy and ^(ini4^y 
proceedingsaregre;at glaj^iqgsand rejoyc^i^g^AP the 
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righteous and good people of the land, the righteous 
Pfal. 58. 10. ^ f^y^ holy David J/hall rejoyce Ifihen hefeeih theven^ 

geancei zndiT^perdithneimpiorumiJ^fcs Solomon) erit 
Prov. 1 1 *^o.pi^f^^^f^g^ when the wicked periflieth , there is fliout- 

i''Sam,i7.5z.ing: When Goluh ikfosfldin^ the people rofe up knd 

floouted fi»r joy : when the Egyptians were drowned, 

UMofes penned that adtnirable / wm»/«f , Exod. \ 5 . when 

SiftfA was overthrown and kil'd , Deborah ;)nd Barak 

fell to compofing their fong of praife and thankfgi* 

ving; ludg. 5. when Haman was hanged upon his 

lofty pair of gallows , the le'^es prefently inftituted 

their feaft of P/yr/'/^d , dies epuUrum& Utiti^ ^ dayesof 

' general feafting and rejoycing, E^h. 9. Not that the 

righteQus do(properIy)takc delignt and pleafure in the 

deftru&ion of any man; onely it glads thbm to fee 

Lawes openly Vindicated 9 juftice dnly executed, (ia 

timely puhiflied , and open marks of reproach and pu- 

^^^'^^J^'^, ni(hmentfetuponwick^^ *and fuch fights as 

tufy uudan. thefe cannot doubtlefs but make every righteous man 

^^^^^y^^** much applaud ancl comfort himfelf in his choice of 

^X«wT^iL innocency,^ conftant ufe and pradice of a vir- 

tfLhwmumt tUOUSlifc. 

i%[ il'^ad And now all that Ifhall addc more as to the appli- 
rmt. ' cation of this point , is a word pnely of exhortation ^ 
and I fhall dired it chiefly to Magiftrates , and perfons 
in pkces of command and truft, and into whofe hand 
the fword of }ufl:ice is put ,&to whom fpecially the ad- 
roiniftration of Lawes belongeth : neither (hall 1 take 
upon me the boldne(s to pre^ibe rules and forms of 
juftice to them : but a$ a Minifter of the Gofpel , and in 
the bowels of fefus Chrift , I do moft humbly befecch 

allfuch ythat , forGods fake , foe the Kingdome and 
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Churches fake they would be couragtous and ad^^ 
in their rpccdy and exemplary Executions of luftice up»^ 
on Offendors and Malefadors : Thofe xMaiefaSiors c- \ 
fpecially, then Whom ( n^xt unto thole that crucified ^ 
our Saviour ) the Sun never yet faw any more impu- . 
dently lewd and wicked. Wh'ar, ( faid P//^/^ to the loV 
lelfis concerning our Saviour ) shall l erucifie your 
King ? fpeaking as one that admired and w^ondered at 
the ftrangenefs of fuch an Ad. But > fee, what an hea- ;x 

then admired and wondered at, fomeChriftians have .; j" \ 
fince pradifed. But I muft not honour them with that "^^ 
io»A^«i 2(m^, with that worthy name ; rather, fomethat^*®-*' ^ 
called themfelves Chrifttans , and would needs be ac- 
counted fuch : butlet not our adverfaries cad this in 
our teeth , Exierunt e nobis , they went out from us, y 

they were not of us, who did thefe things , and in do- * ^ *^^^* / 
ing what they did , they un Chriftned themfelves. It 
is impoiTible for any Chriftian to arrive at fuch an 
height of impiety ^ but he muft firft quit his religion, 
and (hake hands with his Chriftianity : for if any thin^ 
can poffibly tye up men to Lawes and Governmenty 
to duty and Allegiance, to obedience and reverence 
toward the perfons of Kings , it is doubtlcfle 
Chriftian Religion. Howbeit, to men that have Once 
out grown allfehfeand modeftyofconfcience, fuch 
tyes atfd obligations are but as a fence of cobwebs, 
which they can eafily break through at pleafure , and 
laugh at when they hav^edone. And (hall not fiich 
0£fendors be puniflicd >. fliall not fuch Malefa£h>rs 
have (peedy and exemplary jufticc done upon them > 
is it not (it tha^ they ihould \ \s it not juft and neceflfa- 
ly that they ought \ Und<i the UHafakd Law , no 
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Iwhkhhadinnocctttblocid fticd ia it , could be 
/anfed» but byth€bloudofhimthafibed'it> JV^^r. 31* 
ii . ]^ow was that th^ Law foe commonandotdma- 
ry bloud J does that bring fiich a (in i does that intail 
fucfaacurfe^ doeschatkavefuch blot and flraia up- 
on a Nation, that tl^ierc n no w^ing it ofT^no polTibk 
cleanfingafid wipingit out « othenvifetheniiythebt- 
fomeofviiidicativejuftice and vengeance > and fliaill 
wehaveciieapcrchoiughts , and make ietfer iccouixt 
t of Royal Sovcraign bknid > docs that call loud fox 

^^j * vengeance » and does not this cry tnuth loiadcr ^ will 
.^ ' . Intot God be frkndsr with the natroii,wii'€M, rfw* 1^:6- 
t kntly connived at, aad paflcd ovci: Jawd will he bkciy 
"^ eva be reconciled 10 that Kingdowi where Tfeis is not 
ftvcrerypunifticd? You know wliat great difference 
the Scripture puts betwixt the Kfe of Kings, and of 
Subjects } making one drop of a Kings bldad xif mote 
worth and value then many lai:ge quaaadties 'of * the 
2 Sam. 1 8 . 3. ^oud of fobie£fcs. If Tue flit d'^ay ( (aid itbe men of 
^ ludah to D^vidythffl^iUnof care fifr us , i$ml ifhdlfof 
m,fiiyCjthey'^Hlmtr$wrtfor^s. But m'Wtiftm'^t move 
'Hfotih. fken^Hnythoufandofus^ fee rhe diQnt)p0rtioii! 
. «6A th'OfkfaQd , to one. And does not God (thinTkyoii) 
: expe^ (hat we Aould obferve a like pj^portion in 
/ ^i;sri;K]uifitionsaftertbe bloud of Kings! And doubt- 
lefsk is ]iothingle£e then a fpecial mitack of mercy ^ 
: ctiac 9?e havebeen fpaced all this white , and that our 
: lahd ( the umhappy Scene of ail this wickedtiefle; batb 
not loi^ fusce'becomea& Svdam^ amd becnoMPadeiike 
: mitoecmarrah: andyetdid wen^tAandiG^e^ but 
have been .^da^ty adding: to a:ur meafur^ idf Kin ^ and 

'. pick;^!^ up^tteGdaortiUe<riAi& 
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horrout and magnitude not equal tathc former, >^s 
fuch as the innocence of former times would iWi 
bluflit ^jr, and the mod^fty of out fore fathctsj'flj^. ; 
been put out of countenance to have heard foj^^i ^ 
as mentioned . J^ut eJEias panmam yfejor avj^y 
nos He^tiierts 5 we area viperousgeneration 
vingfortof finners, people that have out- don* the 
hnmodefties of former Malefadors t and devifed ^ 
new art$ and ftratagcms ta commence Excellent in ^ 
wickednefle^andtotry howfarit was polfible tofin.^ 
Many ftcangCymany horrible things have oflateyeares v 
beendoQeamongft us ^ and bloud hath been as com-''^ 
mon in our ftreers as waters and the murder of 
Chriftians > as the flaughter of bcafts. And no won- 
der neither, for having once leaped over this higheft 
fence, and adventured that upon the life and petfon 
Of their Sovereign /which never yetentrcd into the 
thoughts of the moft heathen and barbarous peo-* 
pie , ( to be fure not dreft up in like formalities ) what v 
tyes ofLawes, or obligations of Gonfcience , or^md- ^ 
tives of Reafon , or arguments of Modefty can be 
imagined of ftrengilv and force fufikient to re- 
train fuch (pirits from breaking out into any opeti 
violences which unbridled fury and frenzy can polite 
bly fuggeft ? Is itliktthat fhofefalvages would after- 
ward grow tender and fque^mifo , and make a con-, 
fciericc of the bloud of their fcllow-fubjeds, who were 
fo prodigal of their Soveraignes? And yet,(ay 1 befecch 
you, has not this bechour manner of living for thefe 
twctveycares together >how barii our land been made 
^anothcr<J/ce'/^if«i4,afieldofbloud'J and this King- 
dome of ouc^ fo faaious in the Hmories of former 
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j^s, for modefty and civility , for jufticc and equity; 
^^Keligion and reformation , for excellent Lawes 
i 3 . ^ipvernihenr, t»een changed into the rudenelTe of 
ry bloi^tnefle y a dominion and habitation of Wolves 
ruchacjgresi Oh the abundance of innocent bioud 
^2fljaLNa^ath of late yeares been ihed among us! the 
cry whereof hath already pierced the Heavens , and is 
^^conie upinto the^ eares of the Lord ot hofts , and is 
importunate^ and will not be fafified : and many fouls 
>of them that have been barbaroufly flain for the word 
\ of God, and for theteftimony which they held , doe 
r-> at this very time lye under the Altar , calling out and 
crying with loud voices, HoUf long ch Lofd% holy and 
titfd.6.f. tfHe^do/ljhounot avenge our bloud en them thai dUfell 
on the earth ? And yet neither is this all i there hath of 
' late yeares been a very great reproach and fcandal 
brought upon the Proteftant religion > and the wound 
• hath gone deep, &our enemies do rejoyce & laugh ac 
it , and there is no way poffible to wipe it off, but by 
^ the exeipplary punifliment of them that brought it. 
And until! this be done , I fear God will not be per« 
fe&ly reconciled unto us , nor our Church ever able 
to get up ^ notour Kingdome ever recover into it's 
ancient happinefle and fecurity; but ftill there will be 
fears, and plots y and jealouli es , and continual patties 
andfa;£lionsamongft us^ and wipked men will be eoi- 
boldaed.unto ftrange attempts , and good men much 
difcouragedin way es of loyalty and obedience. It is a 
notable example for Magiftrates > that which we have 
recorded^ Pfal. 106.30. ihenfiood up fhtnem and (Xr 
J icutedjudgementyandjofhe plague ceafid^ Sec y]\x&ic^ 
T timely executed, it ftay es plagues^ it haftejis mercies, it 

removes 



